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EverydayEveryday lifelife’’s s tacticstactics and and strategiesstrategies

In In everydayeveryday life people life people useuse strategiesstrategies and and tacticstactics::

�� StrategyStrategy isis the the calculuscalculus ofof forceforce--relationshiprelationship whichwhich becomesbecomes possibile possibile 

whenwhen a a subjectsubject isis isolatedisolated fromfrom anan environmentenvironment

�� TacticTactic isis the the constantconstant manipulationmanipulation ofof eventsevents in in orderorder toto turn turn themthem intointo

opportunitiesopportunities..

““ManyMany everydayeveryday practicespractices ((talkingtalking, , readingreading, , movingmoving aboutabout, shopping, etc.) are , shopping, etc.) are 

tacticaltactical in in charactercharacter..”” (M. de (M. de CerteauCerteau))

In In thisthis sensesense, , studyingstudying urbanurban practicespractices meansmeans consideringconsidering bothboth strategiesstrategies and and 

tacticstactics..



EverydayEveryday life and life and itsits contraintscontraints

ChampsChamps, , actionsactions and and structuresstructures

EverydayEveryday practicespractices happenhappen in in ““structuratedstructurated”” fieldsfields

Pierre Pierre BourdieuBourdieu callscalls thisthis fieldsfields ““champschamps””

““LesLes universunivers sociauxsociaux sontsont susceptiblessusceptibles d'une d'une descriptiondescription en en termestermes de de ««champchamp»», , 

auau senssens ooùù, l', l'agentagent qui qui occupeoccupe une position une position dansdans le le champchamp est est àà la fois agi la fois agi etet

agissantagissant ; ; jouetjouet de de forcesforces qui le qui le ddéépassentpassent, il , il participeparticipe malgrmalgréé tout tout auau

constantconstant rrééééquilibragequilibrage desdes luttesluttes dontdont il est il est partiepartie prenanteprenante etet àà la constante la constante 

redredééfinitionfinition de de leursleurs enjeuxenjeux””

ToTo eacheach ““champchamp”” correspondescorrespondes anan ““habitushabitus””, a system , a system ofof incorporatedincorporated

dispositionsdispositions thatthat usuallyusually functionfunction asas routinesroutines

In In champschamps therethere isis a a dialecticdialectic betweenbetween the the freedomfreedom ofof individualindividual actionsactions and and 

the the tiesties ofof structuresstructures



EverydayEveryday life and life and spatialspatial practicespractices

In the city In the city eacheach ofof usus isis involvedinvolved in in spatialspatial practicespractices

TheseThese practicespractices ((individualindividual or or collectivecollective) ) useuse and generate and generate spatialspatial resourcesresources, , 

and are and are limitedlimited byby spatialspatial constraintsconstraints

TheseThese resourcesresources and and constraintsconstraints are first are first ofof allall connectedconnected withwith the the factfact thatthat wewe

are are humanhuman bodiesbodies

As As humanhuman bodiesbodies, , ourour practicespractices happenhappen in in spacespace and and timetime and involve a and involve a 

physicalphysical relation relation withwith spacesspaces//placesplaces



FeaturesFeatures ofof spatialspatial practicespractices: : rhythmsrhythms



FeaturesFeatures ofof spatialspatial practicespractices: : tiesties and and opportunitiesopportunities



FeaturesFeatures ofof spatialspatial practicespractices: : usesuses ofof spacespace



FeaturesFeatures ofof spatialspatial practicespractices: : marksmarks



FeaturesFeatures ofof spatialspatial practicespractices: : sharingsharing



FeaturesFeatures ofof spatialspatial practicespractices: : 

partialitypartiality and and contingencycontingency



SpaceSpace and society in and society in contemporarycontemporary citiescities

EconomicEconomic and social and social dynamicsdynamics in in contemporaycontemporay citiescities

definedefine newnew spatialspatial formsforms, , patternspatterns and and structuresstructures

EverydayEveryday life life urbanurban practicespractices shouldshould bebe analyzedanalyzed in the in the contextcontext ofof radicalradical

changeschanges occuringoccuring toto the relations the relations betweenbetween spacesspaces, , placesplaces and societyand society

UrbanUrban economieseconomies and society and society cannotcannot bebe describeddescribed withwith the the traditionaltraditional

vocabularyvocabulary ofof pointspoints, , lineslines, , boundariesboundaries. . TheyThey are are alwaysalways bothboth locallocal and and 

global, global, herehere and and therethere, in , in betweenbetween

““TheyThey are are increasinglyincreasingly structuredstructured aroundaround flowsflows ofof people,people,imagesimages, information , information 

and and moneymoney movingmoving withinwithin and and acrossacross nationalnational bordersborders”” ((AminAmin, , ThriftThrift))

A A movementmovement towardstowards disdis--junctionjunction betweenbetween society and society and spacespace



FiguresFigures ofof disjunctiondisjunction: : systemssystems and and sitessites

GlobalisationGlobalisation and and financialisationfinancialisation ofof internationalinternational relations relations changechange the the 

traditionaltraditional relationshiprelationship betweenbetween spacespace and productionand production

ThisThis phenomenaphenomena havehave importantimportant consequencesconsequences bothboth at the global and at the at the global and at the 

locallocal levellevel ((seesee forfor exampleexample the the financialisationfinancialisation ofof urbanurban marketsmarkets))

In In thisthis perspectiveperspective citiescities are:are:

�� localizedlocalized economiceconomic systemssystems and forcing and forcing houseshouses ofof ((knowledgeknowledge basedbased) ) 

capitalismcapitalism ((logiclogic ofof competitivenesscompetitiveness))

butbut alsoalso

�� sitessites in in spatialspatial stretchedstretched economiceconomic relations, relations, richrich ecologiesecologies ofof urbanurban

economiceconomic life (life (logiclogic ofof everydayeveryday lifelife))



FiguresFigures ofof disjunctiondisjunction: : sitessites ofof urbanurban economyeconomy

EffectsEffects on on contemporarycontemporary citiescities::

MobilityMobility ofof allall productiveproductive factorsfactors ((humanhuman capital, information, capital, information, financialfinancial

resourcesresources))

New New patternspatterns ofof productiveproductive spacesspaces and and placesplaces ((interconnexedinterconnexed withwith otherother

activitiesactivities and and functionsfunctions))

New New relationshiprelationship betweenbetween the the productionproduction ofof goodsgoods and the generation and the generation ofof

servicesservices ((forfor firmsfirms and and personspersons))

A A newnewmixitmixitéé ofof economiceconomic activitiesactivities, , especiallyespecially in the in the fieldfield ofof knowledgeknowledge--basedbased

economyeconomy

A A newnew rolerole forfor humanhuman capitalcapital, , knowledgeknowledge and and technologicaltechnological infrastructureinfrastructure



FiguresFigures ofof disjunctiondisjunction: society: society

In In ““contemporarycontemporary”” city city itit isis possibile possibile toto identifyidentify

some some generalgeneral social social movementsmovements::

�� TowardsTowards individualisationindividualisation ofof social relations (social relations (crisiscrisis ofof social social cohesioncohesion, , 

individualisticindividualistic and and privatisticprivatistic approachapproach))

�� TowardsTowards ((spatialspatial and and temporaltemporal) ) fragmentationfragmentation ofof the the practicespractices ofof useuse ofof

urbanurban spacesspaces and and placesplaces ((withwith the the consequencesconsequences ofof newnew conflictsconflicts forfor spacespace))

�� TowardsTowards pluralisationpluralisation ofof lifestyleslifestyles, , culturescultures, , valuesvalues and interest (and interest (oftenoften

incommensurableincommensurable))



FiguresFigures ofof disjunctiondisjunction: : phenomenologyphenomenology ofof usesuses

Relations Relations takingtaking placeplace betweenbetween social social practicespractices and and urbanurban spacesspaces//placesplaces are are 

more and more more and more 

PartialPartial (the (the samesame placeplace can can bebe usedused in in differentdifferent waysways at the at the samesame timetime: the : the 

reinventionreinvention ofof public public spacespace))

TemporaryTemporary (the (the samesame placeplace isis usedused in in differentdifferent waysways duringduring the the dayday, the week, , the week, 

the the yearyear, the life , the life cyclecycle))

Casual Casual (the (the relationshiprelationship betweenbetween a a placeplace and and itsits ““functionfunction”” isis subvertedsubverted: : oldold

thingsthings forfor newnew usesuses and and meaningsmeanings))

ContingentContingent (the (the possibilitiespossibilities ofof useuse are are endlessendless: the : the exampleexample ofof the rave party the rave party 

in the in the derelictderelict industrial industrial areasareas))



FiguresFigures ofof disjunctiondisjunction: : politicspolitics

In In modernmodern societiessocieties politicspolitics isis basedbased on the on the relationshiprelationship betweenbetween

powerpower and and territorialityterritoriality

GlobalisationGlobalisation and and rere--assemblingassembling ofof nationalnational StatesStates changechange the the relationshiprelationship

betweenbetween spacespace, , powerpower and and politicspolitics

ConsequencesConsequences on on urbanurban politicspolitics and and policiespolicies

�� CrisisCrisis in in horizontalhorizontal relationshiprelationship betweenbetween society and public society and public institutionsinstitutions

(public/private), and (public/private), and betweenbetween locallocal and non and non locallocal interestsinterests and and powerpower

((horizontalhorizontal and and verticalvertical sussidiaritysussidiarity))

�� ProblemsProblems ofof legitimacylegitimacy ofof locallocal governmentgovernment

�� ProblemsProblems ofof effectivenesseffectiveness ofof locallocal policiespolicies



ConsequencesConsequences: : dede--localisationlocalisation

In In contemporarycontemporary citiescities delocalisationdelocalisation phenomenaphenomena are are relevantrelevant

�� ForFor populationspopulations ((migrationmigration, , changeschanges in family in family organisationorganisation and and 
localisationlocalisation))

�� ForFor economiceconomic activitiesactivities ((delocalisationdelocalisation ofof goodsgoods production, production, rere--useuse ofof
centralcentral industrial industrial areasareas))

�� ForFor social social practiespracties ((specialisationspecialisation ofof placesplaces in in timetime in connection in connection ofof
multiple multiple usesuses))

DelocalisationDelocalisation doesndoesn’’t t meanmean thatthat placesplaces disappeardisappear: in the : in the perspectiveperspective ofof
everydayeveryday life life onlyonly placesplaces existexist

““Non Non lieuxlieux”” ((AugAugéé) ) isis a a contraddictorycontraddictory conceptconcept



ConsequencesConsequences: : dede--spatialisationspatialisation

Are Are thesethese dynamicsdynamics bringingbringing a a sortsort ofof ““virtualisationvirtualisation”” ofof urbanurban societiessocieties??

VirtualVirtual communitiescommunities, the web, and the , the web, and the metaphormetaphor ofof immaterialimmaterial networksnetworks

““EverydayEveryday life life alwaysalways hashas anan extra extra termterm, , whichwhich isis alsoalso a a kindkind ofof virtualvirtual
commonalitycommonality, , oneone in in whichwhich termsterms likelike ““farfar””, , ““deepdeep””, , ““distantdistant”” are are replacedreplaced
byby rhythmsrhythms whichwhich foldfold timetime and and spacespace in in allall kindskinds ofof untowardsuntowards localisationslocalisations
and intricate and intricate mixturesmixtures”” ((AminAmin, , ThriftThrift))

ButBut wewe are are alwaysalways situatedsituated bodiesbodies, living in , living in spacespace and and timetime

WeWe are are ourour bodiesbodies, and , and consciousnessconsciousness isis notnot just just lockedlocked up inside the head. up inside the head. 
QuotingQuoting MerleauMerleau--PontyPonty, the body , the body isis ""fleshflesh," ," mademade ofof the the samesame fleshflesh ofof the the 
world, and world, and itit isis becausebecause the the fleshflesh ofof the body the body isis ofof the the fleshflesh ofof the world the world thatthat

wewe can can knowknow and and understandunderstand the world. the world. 



ConsequencesConsequences: : fragmentationfragmentation

ThereThere isis a a nexusnexus betweenbetween individualisationindividualisation, social , social fragmentationfragmentation and and 

multiplicitymultiplicity ofof usesuses ofof urbanurban spacesspaces and and placesplaces

TheseThese phenomenaphenomena are are dualdual

IndividualisationIndividualisation and social and social fragmentationfragmentation are are connectedconnected withwith

�� FearFear and and secutitisationsecutitisation ofof urbanurban spacesspaces ((newnew boundariesboundaries, self , self 

immunizationimmunization))

butbut alsoalso

�� FreedomFreedom and  and  creative creative useuse ofof urbanurban placesplaces ((throughthrough tacticstactics), ), oftenoften

reinventingreinventing possibilitiespossibilities ofof useuse



DescriptionsDescriptions: : sprawlsprawl

SprawlSprawl can can bebe consideredconsidered a a complexcomplex phenomenonphenomenon,,

involvinginvolving differentdifferent dimensionsdimensions

ThereThere are are manymany possibile possibile descriptionsdescriptions ofof sprawlsprawl..

I I selectselect herehere a a descriptiondescription basedbased on rock on rock musicmusic

Arcade Arcade FireFire: : ««The The suburbssuburbs»»





TwoTwo textstexts: : ««The The suburbssuburbs»»

In the suburbs, I learned to drive And you told me I'd never surIn the suburbs, I learned to drive And you told me I'd never survive Grab your mother's vive Grab your mother's 
keys, we're leaving You always seemed so sure That one day we'd keys, we're leaving You always seemed so sure That one day we'd fight in In a fight in In a 

suburban war You put it down against mine I saw you standing on suburban war You put it down against mine I saw you standing on the opposite shore the opposite shore 

Nobody down, the first bombs fell We were already bored We were Nobody down, the first bombs fell We were already bored We were already, already already, already 
bored Sometimes I can't believe it I'm moving past the feeling Sbored Sometimes I can't believe it I'm moving past the feeling Sometimes I can't ometimes I can't 

believe it I'm moving past the feeling again The kids won't be sbelieve it I'm moving past the feeling again The kids won't be so hard In my dreams o hard In my dreams 
we're still screaming Running through the yard And all the wallswe're still screaming Running through the yard And all the walls that they built in the that they built in the 

70s finally fall And all of the houses they built in the 70s fin70s finally fall And all of the houses they built in the 70s finally fall It meant nothing ally fall It meant nothing 

at all It meant nothing at all It meant nothing Sometimes I can'at all It meant nothing at all It meant nothing Sometimes I can't believe it I'm t believe it I'm 
moving past the feeling Sometimes I can't believe it I'm moving moving past the feeling Sometimes I can't believe it I'm moving past the feeling into past the feeling into 

the night I just can't understand How I want a daughter while I'the night I just can't understand How I want a daughter while I'm still young I want m still young I want 
to hold her hand Show her some beauty Before this damage is doneto hold her hand Show her some beauty Before this damage is done But if it's too But if it's too 

much to ask If it's too much to ask Send me a son Under the overmuch to ask If it's too much to ask Send me a son Under the overpass In the parking pass In the parking 
lot we're still waiting It's already passed So move your feet frlot we're still waiting It's already passed So move your feet from hot pavement And om hot pavement And 

into the grass Cause it's already passed It's already into the grass Cause it's already passed It's already alreadyalready passed Sometimes I passed Sometimes I 

can't believe it I'm moving past the feeling Sometimes I can't bcan't believe it I'm moving past the feeling Sometimes I can't believe it I'm moving elieve it I'm moving 
past the feeling again I'm moving past the feeling I'm moving papast the feeling again I'm moving past the feeling I'm moving past the feeling In my st the feeling In my 

dreams we're still screaming We're still screaming We're still sdreams we're still screaming We're still screaming We're still screaming creaming 



TwoTwo textstexts: : ««SprawlSprawl 22»»
�� They heard me singing and they told me to stopThey heard me singing and they told me to stop

Quit these pretentious things and just punch the clockQuit these pretentious things and just punch the clock
These days my life, I feel it has no purposeThese days my life, I feel it has no purpose

But late at night the feelings swim to the surfaceBut late at night the feelings swim to the surface
'Cause on the surface the city lights shine'Cause on the surface the city lights shine

They're calling at me, come and find your kindThey're calling at me, come and find your kind

Sometimes I wonder if the world's so smallSometimes I wonder if the world's so small
That we can never get away from the sprawlThat we can never get away from the sprawl

Living in the sprawlLiving in the sprawl
Dead shopping malls rise like mountains beyond mountainsDead shopping malls rise like mountains beyond mountains

And there's no end in sightAnd there's no end in sight

I need the darkness, someone please cut the lightsI need the darkness, someone please cut the lights
We rode our bikes to the nearest parkWe rode our bikes to the nearest park

Sat under the swings and kissed in the darkSat under the swings and kissed in the dark
We shield our eyes from the police lightsWe shield our eyes from the police lights

We run away, but we don't know whyWe run away, but we don't know why
Black mirror, your city lights shineBlack mirror, your city lights shine

They're screaming at us, They're screaming at us, "We don't need your kind""We don't need your kind"

Sometimes I wonder if the world's so smallSometimes I wonder if the world's so small
That we can never get away from the sprawlThat we can never get away from the sprawl

Living in the sprawlLiving in the sprawl
Dead shopping malls rise like mountains beyond mountainsDead shopping malls rise like mountains beyond mountains

And there's no end in sightAnd there's no end in sight

I need the darkness, someone please cut the lightsI need the darkness, someone please cut the lights
They heard me singing and they told me to stopThey heard me singing and they told me to stop

Quit these pretentious things and just punch the clockQuit these pretentious things and just punch the clock
Sometimes I wonder if the world's so smallSometimes I wonder if the world's so small

Can we ever get away from the sprawl?Can we ever get away from the sprawl?



TwoTwo videosvideos

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Euj9f3gdyMhttp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Euj9f3gdyM

http://www.youtube.com/http://www.youtube.com/watchwatch?v=awHWColYQ?v=awHWColYQ
90&ob=av2e90&ob=av2e



Innovative Innovative clustersclusters in Milanin Milan

�� creative industrycreative industry. Creative companies account for 22.9% of the . Creative companies account for 22.9% of the 
Milanese economic system in terms of the number of specialists aMilanese economic system in terms of the number of specialists and nd 
27.4% in terms of the number of people employed;27.4% in terms of the number of people employed;

�� knowledgeknowledge--based and human capital intensive servicesbased and human capital intensive services. Milan is the . Milan is the 
italianitalian capital of high level firmscapital of high level firms’’ services (finance, marketing, services (finance, marketing, 
advertising, consulting, legal services) and it is characterizedadvertising, consulting, legal services) and it is characterized by a by a 
prestigious and diversified academic system;prestigious and diversified academic system;

�� information and communication technologiesinformation and communication technologies, with a strong , with a strong 
specialization in media industry. In Milan area are based the mospecialization in media industry. In Milan area are based the most st 
important important italianitalian media enterprises;media enterprises;

�� health services and biotechnologyhealth services and biotechnology. Milan has become a leader in the . Milan has become a leader in the 
health sector, offering a wide and variegated range of skills anhealth sector, offering a wide and variegated range of skills and d 
specializations, backed by a strong biotech industryspecializations, backed by a strong biotech industry. . 



The The reasonsreasons ofof successsuccess

�� intensity of communication between Milan and the other cities inintensity of communication between Milan and the other cities involved in volved in 
global networks and good accessibility;global networks and good accessibility;

�� concentration of universities and research centers;concentration of universities and research centers;

�� industrial cultural heritage, with the strong industrial cultural heritage, with the strong enterpreneurshipenterpreneurship and a and a 
significant number of highsignificant number of high--skilled workersskilled workers;;

�� a tradition of social and cultural a tradition of social and cultural ““mixmix””, that in the last years has been , that in the last years has been 
significantly abandoned.significantly abandoned.



MainMain problemsproblems

�� low quality of life and more precisely low low quality of life and more precisely low ““habitabilityhabitability”” for people and firmsfor people and firms;;

�� problems of government fragmentation and governance inefficiencyproblems of government fragmentation and governance inefficiency; ; 
failures in the failures in the institutionalisationinstitutionalisation of metropolitan governance;of metropolitan governance;

�� lack of strategic approach and leadership by local government: alack of strategic approach and leadership by local government: a strong and strong and 
rich society without a clear and shared development strategyrich society without a clear and shared development strategy



Fashion CityFashion City

�� Fashion City (Fashion City (CittCittàà delladella modamoda””) project is promoted by Milan Municipality ) project is promoted by Milan Municipality 
and located in the project of reand located in the project of re--use of Garibaldi use of Garibaldi RepubblicaRepubblica areaarea

�� The City of Fashion is a project that should host different actiThe City of Fashion is a project that should host different activities linked to vities linked to 
creativity and especially fashion economy: a flagship project focreativity and especially fashion economy: a flagship project for Milan as the r Milan as the 
““city of fashioncity of fashion””. . 

�� The project has been proposed more than 20 years ago by some fasThe project has been proposed more than 20 years ago by some fashion hion 
operator and by the Chamber of Fashion operator and by the Chamber of Fashion 

�� The project is expected to be completed by the first quarter of The project is expected to be completed by the first quarter of 20102010



Fashion CityFashion City (2)(2)

�� The problem of the Fashion City Project is that the fashion operThe problem of the Fashion City Project is that the fashion operators have ators have 
already decided to locate their activity in other places already decided to locate their activity in other places 

�� The behaviour of fashion operators appears to be The behaviour of fashion operators appears to be extremlyextremly sensitive to the sensitive to the 
importance of the environment and to spatial characteristicsimportance of the environment and to spatial characteristics

�� Fashion has become part of the process of selecting the way urbaFashion has become part of the process of selecting the way urban spaces n spaces 
are used and reused, producing a sort of are used and reused, producing a sort of ““colonizationcolonization”” of some urban of some urban 
sectors: not only the famous sectors: not only the famous ““QuadrilateroQuadrilatero delladella modamoda””, but also other , but also other 
sectors of the urban coresectors of the urban core

�� Fashion City project doesnFashion City project doesn’’t seem to consider these processes and its t seem to consider these processes and its 
effectiveness is uncertaineffectiveness is uncertain





Milano: il sistema moda diffuso nella struttura urbana

zone mutui ipotecari

metropolitana

passante ferroviario

Legenda:

localizzazioni sistema moda :

           Classi di attività N°
          AZIENDA 214

          UNITA’ MODA IN SHOWROOM 758 

         BOUTIQUE MODA 109  

          SERVICE 291

         LOCATION  26  

          CONSULTING  72 

         ENTE  29  

          Totale                                                  1499

CONSULTING
5 %ENTE

2 %

AZIENDA
14 %

LOCATION
2 %

SERVICE
19 %

BOUTIQUE MODA
7 %

UNITA’ MODA IN
SHOWROOM

51 %



Milano: la geografia urbana della moda e le propensioni insediative

Legenda:
localizzazioni sistema moda

perimetro mura medievali

perimetro mura spagnole

aree addensamenti

1. Quadrilatero
2. P.ta Genova-Savona-Tortona
3. C.so Lodi-Spartaco-XXII Marzo

1

3

2



Fiera

Portello Città della moda e 
nuovo centro direzionale



ConclusionsConclusions

The policy we have analyzed donThe policy we have analyzed don’’t seem adequate to create an effective support t seem adequate to create an effective support 
to knowledgeto knowledge--based activitiesbased activities becausebecause::

�� are based on the support through direct services, while many actare based on the support through direct services, while many actors in ors in 
knowledgeknowledge--based economy demand first of all a sustainable, vibrant and based economy demand first of all a sustainable, vibrant and 
dynamic urban environment;dynamic urban environment;

�� policies are not based on an adequate comprehension of spontaneopolicies are not based on an adequate comprehension of spontaneous us 
dynamics of firms and operators in knowledgedynamics of firms and operators in knowledge--based sectors;based sectors;

�� policies are too much focused on in physical services (poles, bupolicies are too much focused on in physical services (poles, buildings, ildings, 
locations), while the main problems of innovative and creative alocations), while the main problems of innovative and creative activities are ctivities are 
those of human capital and those of human capital and ““talenttalent”” attraction.attraction.


